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In the wake of the “new wave of standards and testing about to 

wash over preschools,” in January, 2012, nationally-known early 

childhood advocates Dr. Nancy Carlsson-Paige, Dr. Diane Levin, 

and Dr. Ed Miller declare that “Enough is enough!” 

They launch an initiative to be known as Defending the Early Years.                             



On April 4, 2012, 17 distinguished nationally and internationally-known 

early childhood experts come together at the First National Advisory 

Board meeting, held in New York. Participants include:

▪ Indira Blackwood

▪ Nancy Carlsson-

Paige

▪ Sherry Cleary

▪ Linda Darling-

Hammond

▪ Stephanie Feeney

▪ Ayla Gavins

▪ Constance Kamii

▪ Lilian Katz

▪ Diane Levin

▪ Joan Lombardi

▪ Deborah Meier

▪ Ed Miller

▪ Fretta Reitzes

▪ Tracey Scronic

▪ Maurice Sykes

▪ Valora Washington

▪ Sara Wilford



This distinguished group decide that                           

DEY’s primary goals are: 

• To mobilize the early childhood community to speak out                                                                  

with with well-reasoned arguments against inappropriate                               

standards, assessments, and classroom practices.

• To track the effects of new standards, especially those linked to the Common 

Core State Standards, on early childhood education policy and practice.

• To promote appropriate practices in early childhood 

classrooms and to support educators in counteracting current 

reforms which undermine these appropriate practices.



Since 2012, DEY has been 

accomplishing these goals through:

1. Publications

2. Presentations

3. Advocacy

4. Online presence

5. Collaboration



1. Publications



Reports

“Lively Minds: 

Distinctions 

between 

Academic and 

Intellectual 

Pursuits” 

by Dr. Lilian Katz 

(2015)

”Reading in 

Kindergarten:

Little to Gain and 

Much to Lose” 

by Dr. Nancy Carlsson-

Paige; 

Geralyn Bywater 

McLaughlin, 

& Joan Almon (2015)

“Selected Standards 

from the Common 

Core State Standards 

for Mathematics 

Grades K-3: My 

Reasons for Not 

Supporting Them” by 

Dr. Constance Kamii 

(2015)

“Straight Talk about 

Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Assessment” 

by Dr. Stephanie 

Feeney (2016)



Reports

“Teachers 

Speak Out”

by Dr. Diane 

Levin and 

Dr. Judith Van 

Hoorn (2017)

“The Disappearance 

of Child-Directed 

Activities and 

Teachers’ Autonomy 

from Massachusetts’ 

Kindergartens” by Dr. 

R. Clarke Fowler 

(2018)

“Young Children in 

the Digital Age: A 

Guide for Parents” by 

Dr. Nancy Carlsson-

Paige (2018)



• “Six Reasons to Reject CCSS for Grades K-3” (2014)

• “Six Principles to Guide Policy” (2014)

• “What Parents Need to Know: Six Reasons to Oppose the Common Core State Standards for 

K-3rd Grade” (2014)

• Above article also published in Spanish, ““Lo Que Todo Padre Debe Saber: Seis Razones Para 

Reusar Las Normas Estatales Common Core en los Grados K-3ro” (2015).

• “Straight Talk about the Common Core State Standards” (2016)

• Position Statement on “Baby Pisa” (2018)

• Statement on Online Preschool (with Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood) (2018)

• Statement on Protecting Immigrant Children (2018)

Position papers and statements



Fact Sheets

“Fact Sheet on Testing and Young Children” and “Fact Sheet for Families on Testing and Young Children” 

as well as Spanish versions (2017)



Impact of our publications
DEY’s reports and position papers have been picked up by the 

national media and widely quoted in these and many others: 



Articles
• “Are The Common Core State 

Standards Failing Our Kids?” 

by DEY Senior Advisor Nancy 

Carlsson-Paige and Director 

Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin 

which was the cover story in 

Boston Parents Paper (2014)

• “Learning to Count to 14 the 

Common Core Way and the 

Developmentally Appropriate 

Way: What is the Difference and 

Does it Really Matter?”

by DEY Senior Advisor Diane 

Levin and Director Geralyn 

Bywater McLaughlin, published in 

Child Care Information Exchange. 

(2016)



• Senior Advisor Diane Levin and Denisha Jones, National Advisory board member: “Preschool Suspensions: 

Young Children Who Are Being Left Behind” Huffington Post. (2015)

• Senior Advisor Diane Levin and Denisha Jones, National Advisory Board member: “Here’s Why Preschool 

Suspensions Are Harmful,” Education Week (2016)

• “What Educators Know About Teaching Young Children—But Policymakers Ignore”  by Nancy Carlsson-

Paige, The Washington Post, (2017)

• Senor Advisor Nancy Carlsson-Paige: ”I Saw a Brilliant Way to Teach Kids.  Unfortunately, It Wasn’t in the 

United States,” The Washington Post, (2017)

Articles and Op-Eds



2. Presentations



Conferences
DEY has participated in all NAEYC Annual Conferences since 2012,  

providing several workshops each year, and in all Network for Public 

Education conferences since its founding in 2014.  



Keynotes and Speeches

• American Scandinavian Dialogue, NY

• Boston-area Educators for Social Justice Conference, 

MA

• California Association for the Education of               

Young Children Conference, CA

• Childhood International Center for Early Learning and 

Development, JORDAN

• Children’s Screen Time Action Network, MA

• City College of New York, NY

• Concordia University, IL

• County Donegal Annual Early Childhood Conference, 

IRELAND

• Education Writers Association, LA

• FairTest Annual Awards, MA

• First Focus Summit, Washington, DC

• German Society for Educational Research, GERMANY

• Global Family Village, NEPAL

• Lesley Innovation Series, MA

• Long Island Pre-K Initiative, NY

• Massachusetts Teachers Association, MA

• NAEYC Annual Conferences, DC, TX, FL, CA & GA

• Napflio University, GREECE

• Network for Public Education Conferences, TX, IL, NC &

IN

• New England Child Life Association, MA

• New Hampshire Services Caring for Our Children 

Conference, NH

• Northern Ireland Early Years Organization, NORTHERN 

IRELAND

• Preschool-Kindergarten Summit, The Alliance for Early 

Childhood, IL

• Progressive Education Network Conference, MA

• Save Our Schools, Washington, DC

• Sligo Institute of Technology National Research 

Conference, IRELAND

• Sonoma State University, CA

• University of Delaware, DE

• University of Oklahoma, OK

• Wonderplay Conference, NY

• Yale University Child Study, CT

Members of our leadership team have given speeches and keynotes telling about the work of DEY to 

groups and organizations across the country and even around the world, including:



3. Advocacy



Mobilizing Kit

DEY’s “Mobilizing Kit” is available online.  It includes both 

informational and action resources, as well as a Power Point 

presentation, entitled, “Young Children in Jeopardy.” 



Mini-grants
DEY provides mini-grants of between $200 and $500 to help 

foster work in communities across the country.

DEY’s first mini-grant, 

awarded in 2014, resulted 

in a rally for play that took 

place in Minneapolis.

Other grants have been 

given to individuals and 

organizations located in: 

Arizona, California, 

Colorado, Connecticut, 

Indiana, Iowa,  

Massachusetts, 

Maryland, Minnesota, and 

New York. 



Organizing meetings during the NAEYC conference
Each year, DEY holds its Annual Organizing Meeting during the NAEYC Annual Conference.  

Participants have an opportunity to talk about the challenges they are facing in their local 

communities, to hear about what DEY is doing to address these challenges, and to suggest 

additional resources that DEY could provide for activists.



DEY Takes Action

DEY responds to issues related to early childhood as they arise, on topics including “Baby Pisa,” protecting

immigrant families, and sending an open letter to Senator Warren about her proposal for universal child care.

Below is a letter co-sponsored with Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood about online preschools. 

Released on October 10, 2018, it was signed by over 120 early childhood experts and professional 

organizations.



4. Online presence



Website

Our website, www.deyproject.org, has been live since 

January, 2012.  It was redesigned in 2016.

http://www.dey_project.org/


Website

Our Teacher Talks 

blogger:

Denisha Jones, Ph.D., 

J.D.,  Director of Teacher 

Education and Assistant 

Professor in the School 

of Education at Trinity 

Washington University, 

Washington, DC 

We also encourages guest 

bloggers to write for the DEY 

website, as a place where 

teachers, parents, and others 

can tell about their direct 

experiences with education 

“reforms” and other aspect of 

early childhood education.

A recent guest blogger was 

former kindergarten teacher         

Jim St. Clair’s blogs entitled 

“Kindergarten Isn’t What It Was!” 

and “The Lesson of 

Kindergarten.”



Facebook & Twitter

DEY has an active presence on Facebook, with over 6,000 followers, and on Twitter, with 

over 1,000 followers, managed by our PR Coordinator Gina Contursi.



Video

Nancy Carlsson-Paige’s Tedx Talk.  Her topic:

“When Education Goes Wrong: Taking the 

Creativity and Play Out of Learning.” (2013)



Video

After two of its reports were released, DEY created

five-minute videos summarizing the findings of each 

report.  Those videos and others are available on 

DEY’s YouTube Channel.

Reading Instruction in Kindergarten:  

Little to Gain, Much to Lose” (2015)

(Over 67,000 views)

“Lively Minds: Distinctions between Academic 

and Intellectual Goals for Young Children” (2015)

(Over 8,000 views)



Video: 2-Minute Documentary Series 

Teachers Speak Out: Bianca Tanis Teachers Speak Out: Roberta Udoh

Teachers Speak Out: James St. Clair

Teachers Speak Out: Kisha Reid

Coming soon!



5. Collaboration



Collaborations  

DEY has collaborated with other organizations, including:

• Alliance for Childhood

• Bad-Ass Teachers

• Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood

• FairTest

• NAEYC

• Network for Public Education

• Progressive Education Network

• Save Our Schools

• TRUCE

• United Opt-Out



DEY’s Leadership Team

Senior Advisors: 

Nancy Carlsson-Paige, Ed.D.

and Diane Levin, Ph.D.

Co-Directors: 

Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin, M.Ed. 

and Blakely Bundy, M.Ed.

Director of Early 

Childhood Organizing:

Denisha Jones, Ph.D., JD

Director of Communications 

and Social Media:

Gina Contursi



DEY’s National Advisory Board
Sherry Cleary
Executive Director, 
New York City Early Childhood 
Professional Development Institute, 
City University of New York
New York, NY

Bill Crain                                              
Professor of Psychology,                             
City College of New York
New York, NY

Stephanie Feeney                                  
Professor Emerita,                             
University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Portland, OR

Doris Pronin Fromberg,              
Professor of Education,                              
Hofstra University
Hemstead, NY

Ayla Gavins                                
Principal, Mission Hill School     
Boston, MA

Marcy Guddemi
National Consultant                           
Daytona Beach, FL

Denisha Jones                                      
Director of Teacher Education and 
Assistant Professor in the School of 
Education at Trinity Washington 
University, Washington, DC 

Edgar Klugman                                           
Professor Emeritus Wheelock College & 
Co-Founder, Playing for Keeps
Boston, MA

Deborah Meier
Author and Activist
Hillsdale, NY

Ruth Rodriguez-Fay
Save Our Schools and United Opt-Out
Boston, MA

James St. Clair
Retired Kindergarten Teacher
Boston, MA

Judith Van Hoorn
Professor Emerita,                                             
University of the Pacific
El Cerrito, CA



DEY’s Updated Mission Statement

Defending the Early Years (DEY) is a non-profit 
organization working for a just, equitable, and quality 
early childhood education for every young child.
DEY publishes reports, makes mini-documentaries, 
issues position statements, advocates on policy, and has 
an active website full of resources, blogs, and activist 
steps for early childhood educators.



Since its founding in 2012, Defending the Early Years 

has accomplished a great deal, despite a very limited budget.   

But there is much more to do to ensure that young children 

have good childhoods and developmentally appropriate 

early childhood education.

ONWARD!


