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Working to support and nurture the rights and needs of young children

A BRIEF LOOK AT
DEFENDING THE EARLY YEARS
2012-PRESENT



In the wake of the “new wave of standards and testing about to
wash over preschools,” in January, 2012, nationally-known early
childhood advocates Dr. Nancy Carlsson-Paige, Dr. Diane Levin,
and Dr. Ed Miller declare that “Enough is enough!”

They launch an initiative to be known as Defending the Early Years.




On April 4, 2012, 17 distinguished nationally and internationally-known
early childhood experts come together at the First National Advisory
Board meeting, held in New York. Participants include:

* |ndira Blackwood Ayla Gavins Fretta Reitzes

= Nancy Carlsson- Constance Kamii Tracey Scronic

Paige Lililan Katz Maurice Sykes

= Sherry Cleary Diane Levin Valora Washington

Sara Wilford

= Linda Darling- Joan Lombardi

Deborah Meier
Ed Miller

Hammond

= Stephanie Feeney

BEY

Defending the Early Years



This distinguished group decide that } @
DEY’s primary goals are: \ &

« To mobilize the early childhood community to speak out
with with well-reasoned arguments against inappropriate
standards, assessments, and classroom practices.

« To track the effects of new standards, especially those linked to the Common
Core State Standards, on early childhood education policy and practice.

« To promote appropriate practices in early childhood
“'v classrooms and to support educators in counteracting current

reforms which undermine these appropriate practices.
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Since 2012, DEY has been
accomplishing these goals through:

Publications

Presentations

1

2

3. Advocacy
4. Online presence
5

Collaboration DEY
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1. Publications
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Reports

READING INSTRUCTION
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”Reading in
Kindergarten:

Little to Gain and
Much to Lose”

by Dr. Nancy Carlsson-
Paige;
Geralyn Bywater
McLaughlin,
& Joan Almon (2015)
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“Lively Minds:
Distinctions
between
Academic and
Intellectual
Pursuits”

by Dr. Lilian Katz
(2015)
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“Selected Standards
from the Common
Core State Standards
for Mathematics
Grades K-3: My
Reasons for Not
Supporting Them” by
Dr. Constance Kamii
(2015)
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STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT

KINDERGARTEN

by stephanie Feeney, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita of Educatnon.
University of Hawall

“Straight Talk about
Kindergarten
Readiness
Assessment”

by Dr. Stephanie
Feeney (2016)
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Position papers and statements

DEY PEY |0 QUE TODO PADRE DEBE SABER:
PEY  wHaT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW:
.
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« “Six Reasons to Reject CCSS for Grades K-3” (2014)
« “Six Principles to Guide Policy” (2014)

+ “What Parents Need to Know: Six Reasons to Oppose the Common Core State Standards for
K-3'd Grade” (2014)

« Above article also published in Spanish, ““Lo Que Todo Padre Debe Saber: Seis Razones Para
Reusar Las Normas Estatales Common Core en los Grados K-3ro” (2015).

« “Straight Talk about the Common Core State Standards” (2016)
« Position Statement on “Baby Pisa” (2018)
« Statement on Online Preschool (with Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood) (2018)
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« Statement on Protecting Immigrant Children (2018)



Fact Sheets

BEY FairTest
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* Amenudolas pruebas de hoy son dadas en computadoras. Sin embargo, los expertos en desarrailo infantil
advierten que los nitos pequefios no gasten mucho tiempo en computadoras. *

Las escuelas pueden estar fentadas a dedicar tiempo a entrenar a los nifios en el uso de pruebas
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Los nifios pequerios aprenden de manera diferente que los nios mayores y los adultos. “Construyen
&l conocimiento en formas experienciales, interactivas, concretas y practicas, en lugar de hacerlo
exclusivamente a través del razonamiento abstracto y las actividades de papel y lapis.” Por esto,
debemos descubrir lo que [0s nifios pequeAos conocen de otras maneras aparte de las escritas.

“Fact Sheet on Testing and Young Children” and “Fact Sheet for Families on Testing and Young Children”
as well as Spanish versions (2017)



Impact of our publications

DEY’s reports and position papers have been picked up by the
national media and widely quoted in these and many others:

co

The Boston Globe | (USRI TS NEWS [onpsssm

THE HUFFINGTON POST

Aeellotk The Washington Post R
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Articles

“Are The Common Core State
Standards Failing Our Kids?”
by DEY Senior Advisor Nancy
Carlsson-Paige and Director
Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin
which was the cover story in
Boston Parents Paper (2014)

“Learning to Count to 14 the
Common Core Way and the
Developmentally Appropriate
Way: What is the Difference and
Does it Really Matter?”

by DEY Senior Advisor Diane
Levin and Director Geralyn
Bywater McLaughlin, published in
Child Care Information Exchange.
(2016)
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Articles and Op-Eds

Senior Advisor Diane Levin and Denisha Jones, National Advisory board member: “Preschool Suspensions:
Young Children Who Are Being Left Behind” Huffington Post. (2015)

Senior Advisor Diane Levin and Denisha Jones, National Advisory Board member: “Here’s Why Preschool
Suspensions Are Harmful,” Education Week (2016)

“What Educators Know About Teaching Young Children—But Policymakers Ignore” by Nancy Carlsson-
Paige, The Washington Post, (2017)

Senor Advisor Nancy Carlsson-Paige: ”I Saw a Brilliant Way to Teach Kids. Unfortunately, It Wasn’t in the
United States,” The Washington Post, (2017)

~ The
EDUCATION WEEK ilﬂa%ﬁn%wn THE HUFFINGTON POST
051
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2. Presentations
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Conferences

DEY has participated in all NAEYC Annual Conferences since 2012,
providing several workshops each year, and in all Network for Public
Education conferences since its founding in 2014.

The Network for Public Education
3rd Annual Conference
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Keynotes and Speeches

Members of our leadership team have given speeches and keynotes telling about the work of DEY to
groups and organizations across the country and even around the world, including:

American Scandinavian Dialogue, NY

Boston-area Educators for Social Justice Conference,
MA

California Association for the Education of

Young Children Conference, CA

Childhood International Center for Early Learning and
Development, JORDAN

Children’s Screen Time Action Network, MA

City College of New York, NY

Concordia University, IL

County Donegal Annual Early Childhood Conference,
IRELAND

Education Writers Association, LA

FairTest Annual Awards, MA

First Focus Summit, Washington, DC

German Society for Educational Research, GERMANY
Global Family Village, NEPAL

Lesley Innovation Series, MA

Long Island Pre-K Initiative, NY

Massachusetts Teachers Association, MA

NAEYC Annual Conferences, DC, TX, FL, CA & GA
Napflio University, GREECE

Network for Public Education Conferences, TX, IL, NC &
IN

New England Child Life Association, MA

New Hampshire Services Caring for Our Children
Conference, NH

Northern Ireland Early Years Organization, NORTHERN
IRELAND

Preschool-Kindergarten Summit, The Alliance for Early
Childhood, IL

Progressive Education Network Conference, MA

Save Our Schools, Washington, DC

Sligo Institute of Technology National Research
Conference, IRELAND

Sonoma State University, CA

University of Delaware, DE

University of Oklahoma, OK

Wonderplay Conference, NY

Yale University Child Study, CT
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3. Advocacy
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Mobilizing Kit

DEY’s "Mobilizing Kit" is available online. It includes both
Informational and action resources, as well as a Power Point
presentation, entitled, “Young Children in Jeopardy.”

ng children

‘orking to support and nurture the rights and needs of your

Young Children in Jeopardy
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Bi i
For Parents and Teachers (Birth through 3 Grage,)

Concerned about
What’s Happening in Our

Early Childhood Classrooms
(Preschool through 3™ Grade)

&
What Parents and Teachers Can Do About |t

organization

.
www.deyproject.org
Defending the Early Yeay non-profit project of the Survival Education Fund, Inc., a 501(c)3
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Mini-grants
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Organizing meetings during the NAEYC conference

Each year, DEY holds its Annual Organizing Meeting during the NAEYC Annual Conference.
Participants have an opportunity to talk about the challenges they are facing in their local
communities, to hear about what DEY Is doing to address these challenges, and to suggest
additional resources that DEY could provide for activists.

Defending the Early Years



DEY Takes Action

DEY responds to issues related to early childhood as they arise, on topics including “Baby Pisa,” protecting
immigrant families, and sending an open letter to Senator Warren about her proposal for universal child care.

Below is a letter co-sponsored with Campaign for a Commercial Free Childhood about online preschools.
Released on October 10, 2018, it was signed by over 120 early childhood experts and professional
organizations.

BEY ccf

Defending the Early Years Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood

October 10, 2018

The undersigned are deeply alarmed by the latest high-tech industry push to target young children:
the growth of so-called online “preschools.”

Recognizing the estimated $70 billion a year “preschool market,” an increasing number of Silicon
Valley companies with names like “K12 Inc.” and “CHALK" are selling families and policymakers the
idea that kindergarten readiness can be transmitted through a screen.’? What these companies offer
is not preschool, but a marketing scheme designed to sell a virtual facsimile of real preschool. By
adopting online pre-k, states are selling out kids and families for the benefit of private industry.

All of our knowledge about human development demonstrates that children learn best through
exploratory, creative play and relationships with caring adults. As the American Academy of Pediatrics
notes, “Higher-order thinking skills and executive functions essential for school success, such as task
persistence, impulse control, emotion regulation, and creative, flexible thinking, are best taught
through unstructured and social (not digital) play.”* By contrast, there is virtually no evidence showing
that online preschool improves outcomes for kids.

Online pre-K may expose kids and families to new types of risks. Research shows that screen overuse
puts young children at risk of behavior problems, sleep deprivation, delays in social emotional
development, and obesity.* * %7 Extended time on screens diminishes time spent on essential early
learning experiences such as lap-reading, creative play, and other social forms of learning. Relational
learning requires healthy interactions with adults, and online experiences falsely marketed as
“preschool” sabotage the development of these essential relationships. Diminishing the role of early
educators both deprives kids of crucial relationships and threatens needed investment in actual high-
quality preschools. Children without access to quality pre-K (often the targets of these online
programs) already face a higher risk of academic difficulty than their peers, and online pre-K threatens
to expand, not close, that gap.

The growth of online preschool hasn’t happened in a vacuum. As more and more research shows the
importance of quality pre-K education, there’s a push to make early learning more “academic”

and achievement-based and less about social-emotional learning. At the same time, school budgets
are being slashed, and educators are asked to do less with more. Ed-tech companies have taken
advantage of these trends by marketing technology and machine learning as a more efficient way of
teaching than “old-fashioned” hands-on, face-to-face, school experiences.
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4. Online presence
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Website

Defending the Early Years

Our website, www.deyproject.org, has been live since
January, 2012. It was redesigned in 2016.
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http://www.dey_project.org/

Website

We also encourages guest
bloggers to write for the DEY
website, as a place where
teachers, parents, and others
can tell about their direct
experiences with education
“reforms” and other aspect of
early childhood education.

Our Teacher Talks
blogger:

Denisha Jones, Ph.D.,
J.D., Director of Teacher
Education and Assistant

Professor in the School A recent guest blogger was

o Edgcatlon at .T”n'ty former kindergarten teacher

Wash!ngton e Jim St. Clair’s blogs entitled

Washington, DC “Kindergarten Isn’t What It Was!”
and “The Lesson of
Kindergarten.”
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Facebook & Twitter

DEY has an active presence on Facebook, with over 6,000 followers, and on Twitter, with
over 1,000 followers, managed by our PR Coordinator Gina Contursi.

PEY
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Video

Nancy Carlsson-Paige’s Tedx Talk. Her topic:
“When Education Goes Wrong: Taking the

Creativity and Play Out of Learning.” (2013) ﬁEY
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Reading Instruction in Kindergarten:
Little to Gain, Much to Lose” (2015)
(Over 67,000 views)

“Lively Minds: Distinctions between Academic

and Intellectual Goals for Young Children” (2015)
(Over 8,000 views)

an®
After two of its reports were released, DEY created
five-minute videos summarizing the findings of each

report. Those videos and others are available on
DEY’s YouTube Channel.
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_____ DE Y.mini-documentary with Kindergarten teacher Jim St... (Y ~»
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Teachers Speak Out: James St. Clair

Video: 2-Minute Documentary Series

Watch later  Sharg

it leads to a mentally healthy, an

Teachers Speak Out: Roberta Udoh

Teachers Speak Out: Kisha Reid

Coming soon!
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Collaborations

DEY has collaborated with other organizations, including:

« Alllance for Childhood

« Bad-Ass Teachers

« Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood
 FairTest

« NAEYC

 Network for Public Education

* Progressive Education Network

 Save Our Schools

 TRUCE

* United Opt-Out ﬁEY
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DEY’s Leadership Team

Senior Advisors:
Nancy Carlsson-Paige, Ed.D.
and Diane Levin, Ph.D.

Co-Directors:
Geralyn Bywater McLaughlin, M.Ed.
and Blakely Bundy, M.Ed.

Director of Early Director of Communications
Childhood Organizing: and Social Media:
Denisha Jones, Ph.D., JD Gina Contursi
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DEY’s National Advisory Board

Sherry Cleary
Executive Director,
New York City Early Childhood

Professional Development Institute,

City University of New York
New York, NY

Bill Crain

Professor of Psychology,
City College of New York
New York, NY

Stephanie Feeney

Professor Emerita,

University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Portland, OR

Doris Pronin Fromberg,
Professor of Education,
Hofstra University
Hemstead, NY

Ayla Gavins
Principal, Mission Hill School
Boston, MA

Marcy Guddemi
National Consultant
Daytona Beach, FL

Denisha Jones

Director of Teacher Education and
Assistant Professor in the School of
Education at Trinity Washington
University, Washington, DC

Edgar Klugman

Professor Emeritus Wheelock College &
Co-Founder, Playing for Keeps

Boston, MA

Deborah Meier
Author and Activist
Hillsdale, NY

Ruth Rodriguez-Fay
Save Our Schools and United Opt-Out
Boston, MA

James St. Clair
Retired Kindergarten Teacher
Boston, MA

Judith Van Hoorn
Professor Emerita,
University of the Pacific
El Cerrito, CA
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DEY’s Updated Mission Statement

Defending the Early Years (DEY) is a non-profit
organization working for a just, equitable, and quality
early childhood education for every young child.

DEY publishes reports, makes mini-documentaries,
issues position statements, advocates on policy, and has
an active website full of resources, blogs, and activist
steps for early childhood educators.
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Since its founding in 2012, Defending the Early Years
has accomplished a great deal, despite a very limited budget.

But there is much more to do to ensure that young children

have good childhoods and developmentally appropriate
early childhood education.

ONWARD!
BEY
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