
 

WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW: 
SIX REASONS TO OPPOSE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR K-3RD GRADE 
 

1) The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are developmentally inappropriate for 
young children.  

 

The CCSS for young children were developed by mapping backwards from what is required at 
high school graduation to the early years.  This has led to standards that fail to match how young 
children develop, think, or learn, and often require them to learn facts and skills before they are 
ready. As a result, the whole child is devalued along with the importance of social-emotional           
development, play, art, music, science and physical development. 
 
2) Many of the skills mandated by the CCSS erroneously assume that all children 

develop and learn skills at the same rate and in the same way.  
 

Children learn skills and concepts at different times, rates, and paces. The CCSS “One Size Fits 
All” curriculum fails to recognize that each child perceives and approaches the world differently, 
often taking different routes to reach the same ends.  One size does not fit all in early education. 
 
3) Early childhood educators did not participate in the development of the                 

standards. 
 

The CCSS do not comply with the internationally and nationally recognized protocol for writing 
professional standards. They were written without due process, transparency, or participation           
by knowledgeable parties and did not include a single K-3 classroom teacher or early childhood      
education professional. 
 
4) There is a lack of research to support the current early childhood CCSS.    

The CCSS do not build on well-known, long-term studies about early childhood development.          
Additionally, the standards were not pilot-tested and there is no provision for ongoing research           
or review of their impact on children and on early childhood education. 
 
5) The standards do not take into account how young children learn.  
 

Young children learn best when their cognitive, social, emotional, and physical selves become 
highly engaged in the learning process. Hands-on, play-based, experiential learning engages          
the whole child, whereas a curriculum focused on discrete academic standards and goals            
compartmentalizes learning in ways that are not natural for young children. 
 
6) The idea that CCSS will combat the impact of poverty on development and learn-   

ing and create equal educational opportunity for all children is overly simplistic.  
 

Corporate-style reformers would have us believe that we can solve the problem of poverty by 
mandating the teaching of basic skills in our nation’s schools. But schools cannot solve all of the 
problems created by societal factors that exist outside of school walls. Inequality and child poverty 
need to be addressed directly by first ensuring all children have health care, housing, and basic 
needs met for economic security and well-being. 
 

References available on Defending the Early Years website: http://deyproject.org 



 

 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO AT HOME 
1.Provide young children with space and time to play at home and 
in the  neighborhood.  
 

2. Read good quality children’s books and  
limit screen time.  

 

3. Resist reinforcing the school’s agenda – drilling for skills – and 
replace it with opportunities for meaningful learning.  
 

4.If you see signs of anxiety related to testing, 
be reassuring and encouraging and talk to 
your child’s teacher about ways to reduce  
test-related stress.  

 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TOGETHER 
Together parents can influence change-makers to support efforts to bring best 
practices back to the education of young children by: 

1. Hosting informational meetings to rally parent support  
within the community. 
 

2. Organizing activities such as “Call Your Legislator Day,”                  
“Play-Ins,” or “Opt-Out” campaigns during state testing.  
 

3. Spearheading letter-writing campaigns to principals,                     
superintendents or members of school boards. 

 

4. Applying for a DEY Mini Action Grant to support your efforts. The application is 
available at:   hƩp://deyproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/applicaƟondeyacƟonminigrant2.pdf 

                                                            
 

 
                          

 
 

                       
 

Defending the Early Years (DEY) is a non-profit project of                             
the Survival  Education Fund, Inc. - a 501(c) 3 educational organization.  

http://deyproject.org 

For more information                                                
on how to rally support                                               
in your community,                                                       
download the                                                               
DEY Mobilizing Kit here or at: 
http://deyproject.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/
dey-mobilizing-kit-final-final-5-3.pdf 


