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Krists Murphy is an Early Learning Services Coordinator at the Orange County 

(CA) Department of Education, where she serves as the Quality Start OC co-lead 

and QRIS Region 9 technical Assistance lead.  Krista has 20 years’ experience in 

the early childhood education field, as a preschool and kindergarten teacher,           

adjunct professor, and systems development lead.  Krista holds a BS in Child         

Development, a master’s degree in Cross-Cultural Education, multiple subject and 

administrative serves credentials, and recently served on the National Association 

for the Education of Young Children’s (NAEYC) Governing Board.  She is                    

passionate about developing systems and policies that support play-based learning 

as the foundation for equitable high quality birth-8 education.  

 

 


